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tody of any papers, vouchers, books, 
or documents, required to be pro- 
duced by the commissioners under 
this act, shall, after being duly sum- 
moned, omit to attend, or shall refuse 
or decline to be examined, or to pro- 
duce any of the said papers, vouchers, 
books, or documents, then, and as 
often as it shall so happen, every such 
person shall be deemed guilty of dis- 
obeying this act, and being duly con- 
victed thereof b fore any— ——ma- 
gistrates, shall be fined such sum not 
exceeding ■ pounds, as 

such magistrate shall think proper. 



71 the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

" There are few things about which 
men df Virtu are more apt to fate, than 
the merits of the Grecian architecture, and 
most of those who affect an uncommon 
purity and delicacy of taste, talk of the 
intrinsic beauty of its proportions, as a 
thing not to be disputed, except by bar- 
barian ignorance, and stupidity," 

Edinburgh Review, May, 1811. 

T HAVE lately read an article, in 
* your valuable magazine (for March 
last) entitled " Defect in the front of 
the new chapel," and give me leave to 
say that I never yet saw in print, such 
a laboured rhodomontade of incongru- 
ous stupidity. 

It passeth my understanding to di- 
vine, what could possibly have insti- 
gated this writer, to obtrude these silly 
observations of his upon the public 
eye. 

Were I to indulge my fancy with a 
flight into the field of conjecture, it 
would appear to me that B. might 
have three motives for favouring us 
with this effusion of his genius. First, 
The general Cacoetha Scriiendl. 
Second, That kind of inflated sensori- 
um, which is perpetually suggesting 
to its unfortunate possessor, that he 
understands every thing better than his 



neighbours— and that he ought at all 
times keep telling them that every 
thing which they do — is wrong. 

Third, That without any particular 
cause, malevolence excepted, he may 
have a wish to injure the architect in 
this case, and lessen his merit in the 
eyes of those who have employed him j 
although he tells us to the contrary, 
and says "he has no motives so to do," 

and likewise " that he is no builder" 

the latter indeed is most obvious from 
his observations, the former I have my 
doubts of. 

After stating the case of a " hand- 
some young lady" with a " Judges 
Wig"— a " Grenadiers cap, Coal 
Scuttle, &c. &c." he brings him into 
comparison with a church ! is not this 
a kind of piracy — Satire, or parody on 
the Song of Solomon — what a charm- 
ing thing it is to be wise ! 

Then he gets into an invective a- 
gainst what he calls " the embattled 
parapet," and tells in whining cant, 
most opportunely taken up, that the 
MEEK JESUS, both by precept and ex- 
ample— discouraged these embattled 
parapets*" (outupon themsayl). This 
be must likewise have bad from the 
Song of Solomon, or his own head, 
for as far as I have read, there is not a 
word of it in the New Testament. 

Although it appears both in St. 
Matthew, and St. Luke, that thepinna- 
cles of the temple were well known to 
the " Meek Jesus," he having been 
taken up and placed on one of them, 
yet it does not appear that the " son 
of man" did prescribe any particular 
kind of coping or finishing for the 
temples wherein his doctrine was to be 
taught, nor did he reprobate the pin- 
nacles on the Jewish one. 

Not to lose any more time in argu- 
ment, let me suggest to your friend B. 
that he would have done well, before he 
sat down to use such contumatious ex. 
pressions, touching the structure of the 
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■ew chapel in Belfast, had he made 
enquiry whether there be any other 
edifices in this country or elsewhere, 
adapted to public worship with similar 
ornaments. 

As he is evidently not a man of 
reading, and probably too arrogant to 
trouble himself about facts, I shall, to 
save him further enquiry, mention the 
•western tower of the cathedral IN 

ARMAGH, A CHURCH AT LURGAJT, 

where there is a « Pediment" too, and 

a CHAPEL OF EASE WITHIN THE PRE- 
CINCTS OF DUBLIN CASTLE, built by 

Johnston, esq. an eminent architect, 

and lately finished. These and hun- 
dreds more which I have seen in Great 
Britain and Ireland have all " embat- 
tled Parapets !" So that if the " new 
chapel" be not finished altogether to 
the tiste of your correspondent B. it is 
not singular in any one shape. 

If I am not mistaken, in the eye of 
every scientific man, it will rank high 
among the most elegant structures for 
public worship, and long after, all who 
now write and read, have passed to the 
silent grave, it will remain a striking 
monument of the taste and liberality of 
the enlightened town in which it stands. 

NULLA FRONTI FIDES. 

Lurgan, 11th June, 1811. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



remarks os reading admiral nel- 
son's monumental inscription. 

BY a misapplication of the powers 
with which man is invested, 
rnariv fatal mischiefs have in every 
age and every clime ensued, and 
Will continue to ensue, until the at- 
tention of mankind is turned to be- 
hold their real interests in a proper 
application of measures, tending to 
the general good, and not confined 
to partial views, by the adoption of 
selfish policy, in endeavouring to 



aggrandize ourselves at the expense 
of the destruction of another. In 
ray opinion, the zeal of the true pa- 
triot to promote the power and in- 
fluence of the country that gave him 
birth, leads him not to pursue mea- 
sures hostile to the good of others-, 
nor vainly to think, that by annoy* 
ing one part of the community, the 
welfare of another is any way es» 
sentiaily promoted. He considers 
that policy to be the best and safest, 
that has a tendency to contribute to 
th« common interest of all. He for. 
gets not that men should be brethren, 
and deeply laments that they are not. 
He views with feelings of regret, 
the selfish interests and party dis- 
tinctions, that so much divide and 
disturb mankind, and actuated by 
the general principle of good-will 
towards all, he embraces all of every 
country, as belonging to the same 
family of which he himself forms a 
part. 

" The well-taught philosophic mind 

To all compassion gives, 
Casts round the world an equal eye, 

And feels for all that lives." 

Were these sentiments universally 
and practically to prevail, wars 
would cease, and the nations enjoy, 
in the blessings of peace and mu- 
tual confidence, a real and per- 
manent security. 

But when are we to look for this 
happy union amongst men? The 
present general appearance in the. 
faoe of human affairs, discourages 
every "prospect, and deadens every 
hope, that a such a period is near. 
The various passions and jarring in- 
terests that now agitate the world, 
are not likely soon to subside, -Man 
is too proud easily to yield. He 
feels, he keenly feels the smart of 
his own folly, and still he persists in 
augmenting his miseries. He is a 
most perverse being, furnished with 
every requisite necessary to enable. 



